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The minute Barack Obama's status changed from candidate to president- elect, local 
UAW members rejoiced. 

"I was elated, just excited to hear it," Randy Freeman said. 

Freeman, the vice president of UAW Local 652, said the union supports Obama because he's pledged 
to support them. 

"He promised he would stimulate growth in Michigan which will help stimulate jobs," Freeman said. 
"We need jobs, unemployment rates have gone up, we've been outsourced. The Big Three, especially 
GM, is right here at home, we need that growth." 

But are these empty promises? 

Patrick Anderson of the Anderson Economic Group in East Lansing said they could be. 

"His presidency is a big risk and a big question mark because at one time he campaigned against the 
auto industry," Anderson said. 

In a May 2007 speech at the Detroit Economic Club, Obama criticized the auto industry for not doing 
enough to break America's dependence on foreign oil. 

Obama said: "Whenever an attempt was made to raise our fuel efficiency standards, the auto industry 
would lobby furiously against it, spending millions to prevent the very reform that could have saved 
their industry." 

"But as you saw in the week before the election, he was promising to make the auto industry a priority," 
Anderson said. 
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But... Anderson said he's hopeful the Obama of late will follow through with his promises. 

Freeman said, he and all who campaigned for Obama, know he will be a man of his word. 

"He promised help for Michigan," Freeman said. "We need that help." 
 
 
 
Find this article at:  
http://www.wilx.com/news/headlines/33948694.html 
 

 Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.  
 
 

Page 2 of 2Will Obama Help the Auto Industry? / WILX News 10 Lansing/Jackson-, Breaking News...

11/6/2008http://gray.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=Will+Obama+Help+the+Aut...


